ORDINANCE NO. 2024-05

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE NO. 2017-3 PERTAINING TO WATER
AND SEWER RATES AND ESTABLISHING NEW RATES AND FEES FOR WATER AND
SEWER SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE CITY OF KEISER, ARKANSAS

WHEREAS, the City of Keiser, Arkansas, has evaluated the financial sustainability and
operational needs of its water and sewer systems; and

WHEREAS, it has been determined that an adjustment in sewer rates and fees is necessary to
secure funding for the $550,000 sewer loan and ensure the continued financial health,
integrity, and functionality of the City’s water and sewer systems;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Keiser, Arkansas, hereby approves and
authorizes the adjustment and raising of the sewer rates and fees, effective September 1, 2024.
This adjustment aims to ensure the continued financial stability and proper operation of the
water and sewer systems within the City of Keiser, Arkansas, and to fund the $550,000 sewer
loan.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this ordinance replaces Ordinance No. 2023-03, and the rates
indicated in Ordinance 2024-02 Exhibit A.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the provisions of this Ordinance are separable, and if any
section, phrase, or provision shall be declared invalid, such declaration shall not affect the
validity of the remainder of this Ordinance.

SECTION 1: WATER RATES AND FEES

A. Residential Water Base Rate: A monthly charge of $13.13 for the first 1,000 gallons of water
usage, and an additional $1.70 per 1,000 gallons thereafter.

B. Commercial Water Base Rate With Sewer: A monthly charge of $22.50 for the first 1,000
gallons of water usage, and an additional $1.81 per 1,000 gallons thereafter.

C. Commercial Water Base Rate Without Sewer: A monthly charge of $32.50 for the first 1,000
gallons of water usage, and an additional $1.81 per 1,000 gallons thereafter.

D. Rural Water Base Rate With Sewer: A monthly charge of $22.50 for the first 1,000 gallons of
water usage, and an additional $1.81 per 1,000 gallons thereafter.

E. Rural Water Base Rate Without Sewer: A monthly charge of $32.50 for the first 1,000 gallons
of water usage, and an additional $1.81 per 1,000 gallons thereafter.

F. Keiser Apartments LTD (Bunn) Base Water Rate: A monthly charge of $210.00 for the first
1,000 gallons of water usage, and an additional $1.81 per 1,000 gallons thereafter.

G. Tapping Fee: A fee equal to the actual cost to the city plus 10% shall be charged for all
customers connecting to the water system.



H. Meter Deposits: A deposit of $175.00 shall be required for all new customers. If at any time
current customers with a deposit amount less than $175.00 have their meter deposit used to
pay past due bill, they will be required to upgrade their meter deposit to the current rate of
$200.00.

I. Disconnect Charge: A fee of $25.00 shall be charged for disconnections before 4:00 PM, and a
fee of $50.00 shall be charged for disconnections after 4:00 PM.

J. Billing and Payment: Water bills are due 15 days after being rendered. A 10% late fee will be
added if not paid by the due date. After 10 additional days, water services will be disconnected
on the 11th day at 8:00 AM and a disconnect fee will be charged. The city cannot guarantee
postal delivery of bills. Customers are responsible for contacting Keiser City Hall for bill amounts
if not received by the 5th of each month.

K. None of the facilities or services afforded by the water system shall be furnished without a
charge being made thereof.

SECTION 2: SEWER RATES AND FEES

A. Residential Sewer Base Rate: A monthly charge of $30.00 base rate for sewer, and an
additional $0.09 for the first 1,000 gallons, $0.20 for 2,000 gallons, $0.57 for 3,000 gallons,
$0.57 for 4,000 gallons and $0.50 for 5,000 gallons and above.

B. Commercial Sewer Base Rate With Sewer: A monthly charge of $38.47 base rate for sewer,
and an additional $0.11 for the first 1,000 gallons, $0.244 for 2,000 gallons, $0.697 for 3,000
gallons, $0.697 for 4,000 gallons and $0.611 for 5,000 gallons and above.

C. Rural Sewer Base Rate With Sewer: A monthly charge of $38.47 base rate for sewer, and an
additional $0.11 for the first 1,000 gallons, $0.244 for 2,000 gallons, $0.697 for 3,000 gallons,
$0.697 for 4,000 gallons and $0.611 for 5,000 gallons and above.

D. Keiser Apartments LTD (Bunn) Base Sewer Rate: A monthly charge of $450.00 base rate for
sewer, and an additional $0.20 for the first 1,000 gallons, $0.20 for 2,000 gallons, $0.20 for
3,000 gallons, $0.20 for 4,000 gallons and $0.20 for 5,000 gallon and above.

E. Tapping Fee: A fee equal to the actual cost to the city plus 10% shall be charged for all
customers connecting to the sewer system.

F. None of the facilities or services afforded by the sewer system shall be furnished without a
charge being made thereof.

SECTION 3: WATER AND SEWER SYSTEMS

All residential and commercial customers are required to have both water and sewer systems
within the Keiser City Limits. Vacant unoccupied property not actually using the water or sewer
facilities shall not be subject to a charge, but the burden of vacancy and non-use shall rest on
the owner of the property. All bills for services shall be monthly in the amount due.



SECTION 4:

That the provisions of this Ordinance are separable and if a section, phrase or provision shall be
declared invalid such declaration shall not affect the validity of the remainder of this Ordinance.

SECTION 5: SINGLE STATEMENT

A single statement will be submitted for monthly water and sewer charges. Collections shall be
applied first to the discharge of sewer charges.

SECTION 6: EFFECTIVE DATE
This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from and after its passage and approval.
SECTION 7: EMERGENCY CLAUSE

In accordance with Section 14 of the Arkansas Constitution, an emergency is hereby declared to
exist, and this ordinance is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace,
health, and safety. Therefore, this ordinance shall be in full force and effect immediately upon
its passage and approval.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 19" day of August 2024.

Lk A)ﬂ/w? i,

Rick Creecy, Mayor Peggygelf’aré, Reco?der/Treasurer




